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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our cauntry, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 


country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Christian Sharing 


The Christian spirit in labor- 
management relations is demon- 
strated in Henry Nunn’s recent 
book The Whole Man Goes to 
Work (Harper, $3). He tells the story 
of his search for a system of fair 
play and how he found it through 
the application of Christian princi- 
ples to business. As a young man, 
his conscience was often aroused 
by the question, “How can a work- 
er live on so little?” Then he started 
a shoe factory in Milwaukee in 
1912 where he could work out on 
his own ideas. The Nunn-Bush 
Company started on a note of close 
sympathy between management 
and labor. When a general strike 
of shoe workers was called in the 
city, Nunn met with all his em- 
ployees, explained to them that he 
had only been in the business two 
years and did not have a surplus 
to ride out a strike if they decided 
to go out in sympathy with the oth- 
er thousands of shoe workers in 
the city. He let the workers study 
his books and they saw for them- 
selves what wages the company 
could pay. They never asked for a 
raise when the company couldn’t 
pay it, and never asked for a raise 
they didn’t get. 

Nunn encouraged the formation 
of a union which kept him clear of 
paternalism. He actually took labor 
into partnership, not only giving 
them a share in the profits but let- 
ting them have the arbitrary right 
to discharge an employee, to name 
the conditions of employment, 
wages, holidays, working condi- 
tions, etc. His workers met these 
obligations with responsibility, and 
without dictating to management, 
Nunn-Bush has never had a serious 
labor dispute! 

The Nunn Bush company has 
given America a successful example 
of the annual wage policy, with a 
plan that guarantees 52 pay checks 
a year, along with pensions. 








6“ Back TO GOD” has become a familiar phrase among political 
commentators and various patriotic organizations —a very en- 
couraging sign, except where the attitude behind these words reveals a 
double meaning. For “back to God” may mean a pious return to high- 
rent slums (establish Sunday Schools for the little tots); “back to God” 
with low wages and to the devil with workers organizations, pensions and 
the like. “Back to God” can mean that the Lord made white folks spe- 
cial, and the rest, niggers and gooks, should be orderly and keep their 
place. This kind of back to God means more hatred, prejudice and pov- 
erty —and in our day, that means more communism. We suggest that 
“Forward to God” would be more in keeping with the enlightenment and 
needs of our day. For the teachings of Jesus still stand far out ahead of 
us, His simple life-transforming principles far too advanced for our poor 
minds and divided hearts. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


IDE TURNS IN GERMANY: Great significance is attached to the 

resounding defeat of the U. S.-backed Adenauer Christian Democrat 
party by the Socialists in the recent test election in the populous state of 
Schleswig-Holstein — a complete reversal of the general election a year 
ago. The Adenauer Government, which has followed American military 
poliey obediently, is strongly Roman Catholic. The Socialist party is Prot- 
estant, is determinedly anti-Communist — although unjustly accused of 
being pro-Red by Catholic conservative spokesmen in both Germany and 
the U. S. The strength of the growing Socialist appeal, which we have de- 
scribed in previous forecasts, is in its demand for a united Germany thor- 
oughly independent of either the U. S. or Russia, for a social revolution 
inside Germany which will offer German workers and small landowners 
sufficient economic gains as to take all appeal away from communism. 
But such a change, though peaceful, threatens the massive interests of 
industrial wealth in West Germany and the great Roman Catholic politi- 
cal and property interests — all closely tied to many powerful groups in 
this country. 


REAT, RICH, FORTUNATE AMERICA is failing its task of world 
leadership because Americans are living in a cocoon of our own 
propaganda and ignoring how 2 billion other people think and feel. The 
U. S. has suffered two severe diplomatic defeats in six months: (1) In In- 
dochina, we gambled millions of dollars and almost gambled lives on a 
war which no one could win because it wasn’t a war but a revolution — a 
revolution of Asians against white domination. If we had gone in, it 
would have been to “save” people from communism who would rather 
become Communists than be “saved” by us, which to them meant new 
links of subservience to the white West. We can’t win that kind of war. 


(2) In Europe, our generals talked themselves into the idea that we 
could rearm the Germans and yoke them up with the French — in just 
a few years after France had been crushed by German Nazi power — 
and do this without first building some political and economic unity be- 
tween these nations. A college sophomore, studying political science, 
could have told us this would not work. But our military leaders have 
been so entranced with German military skill and with the picture of 
mounting the West Germans against Russia (with our generals running 


the show), that they forgot to find out how the French and the Germans 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Integrating The Schools 

Surveys from educational groups 
over the country, as the new school 
year begins, indicate something of 
the anguishing struggle that exists 
in thousands of communities over 
the new Supreme Court decision 
ending segregation in public edu- 
cation. In certain states, especially 
in Mississippi, Georgia, and South 
Carolina, action is pending that 
borders on open rebellion against 
the findings of the nation’s highest 
court in its action upholding the 
constitutional rights of all citizens. 
Other states are seeking means to 
evade the law while appearing to 
comply with it, such as transferring 
the white schools to private owner- 
ship while tax supported schools 
will be the only ones available for 
the Negro children. In such areas 
law suits will likely be brought by 
Negro parents where their children 
have been barred from white 
schools and are forced to attend 
Negro schools under distinct handi- 
caps in physical equipment and ed- 
ucational facilities. 

ENCOURAGING SIGNS. that 
desegregation may be accomplished 
much less painfully, even in the 
South, than is now anticipated: In 
Baltimore, when school opened this 
September, many elementary and 
secondary schools glided smoothly 
into integration with not one segre- 
gated school remaining in the city 
system, with the division of races 
in certain schools ranging up to 50 
per cent, and with white and Ne- 
gro parents united in protests 
against the use of one unsafe and 
unsanitary building. In Washington, 
D. C., far less difficulties have been 
reported thus far than were expect- 
ed with desegregation. 

JOBS FOR NEGRO TEACH- 
ERS: One difficult adjustment will 
be the problem of jobs for Negro 
teachers. Up until the present, in 17 
Southern states and the District of 
Columbia, 1 out of every 5 teach- 


ers is a Negro. When the Southern 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Integrating The Schools 


(continued) 

schools are integrated, it is improb- 
able that many of these Negro 
teachers will be retained. In the 31 
nonsegregated states of the North 
and West, only 1 out of every 73 
teachers is a Negro. Since the North 
and West are not expected to ab- 
sorb these surplus Negro teachers 
from the South, it is predicted that 
hardships will result and severe ten- 
sions develop at this point. Yet in 
Indianapolis and southern New Jer- 
sey where desegregation took place 
some years back, Negro teachers 
have been gradually absorbed into 
the system without trouble. But in- 
tegration of schools puts Negro 
teachers into a highly competitive 
position, which is a good thing, for 
just being a college graduate 
doesn’t automatically make a Ne- 
gro (or a white person) a good 
teacher. Negro leaders point out 
that only by superior qualifications 
will Negro teachers be able to sur- 
vive in their profession. 

THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW: 
The one factor for which every citi- 
zen should be grateful is the wise 
and far-sighted spirit of the Court’s 
action. Chief Justice Earl Warren 
will go down as one of the great 
jurists in our history because of the 
skill, patience and foresight which 
characterized his leadership in this 
important action. It is understood 
in Washington that, had it not been 
for his leadership, the Court would 
have been sharply divided on the 
issue, and such a division would 
have heightened the bitterness and 
resentment that exists in many 
states. Chief Justice Warren based 
his appeal for unanimity in the 
Court’s decision upon the fact that 
race equality is one of the leading 
issues in the cold war, that the 
whole world was watching, that the 
greatest battleground between the 
ideals of the West and the Com- 
munist East centered in the minds 
of the Asians who are all colored 
peoples. Democracy was on trial 
before the world as well as before 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Having secured unanimity, next 
in importance in the mind of the 
Court would be the spirit in which 
a law barring segregation was to be 
enforced. Here the Court action 
under Warren’s leadership rises to 
impressive moral heights. The Court 
advised that its ruling on segrega- 
tion must rest in the hearts and 
minds of American citizens rather 
than upon laws. The law must be 
accepted upon broad principles of 
justice and morality. “To separate 
the Negro children from others of 
similar age and qualifications solely 
because of their race,” Chief Jus- 
tice Warren said for the Court, 
“generates a feeling of inferiority 


as to their status in the community 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


themselves thought about it. Thus 8 years of U. S. military planning for 
Western defense has come to nothing. 


Whether we get into deeper difficulties or recover our prestige de- 
pends on whether our more moderate leadership now pushes forward. 
President Eisenhower, Secretary of Defense Charles Wilson and Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles are intelligent, moderate men — but they 
have often been held in straight jackets by the self-seeking politics-first, 
extreme right-wingers in the Senate. Repeatedly Dulles has gone forth 
with ominous words echoing after him, “If you make any kind of agree- 
ment, we'll wreck it.” Yet the only way to avoid war is to find grounds 
for agreement. Will our leaders be free to exercise their sound judgment 
in the new developments that are looming? 


S A BIG WAR IN THE OFFING because of the vest-pocket war off 
Formosa? No — not unless American hotheads start it. The Commu- 
nist leaders of China, for all their brutality and cruelties, are still Chinese 
and they share the newly stirred national pride and hope of millions of 
Chinese who are justly proud of their rich and ancient culture. And we 
are maintaining what is in reality an armed puppet government on For- 
mosa. Remove all the encrustations of corruption and tyranny from the 
Chiang Kai-shek regime, call Chiang a shouting Methodist if you want to 
(he became a Methodist in 1928)— and you still have a foreign power 
maintaining an armed puppet government on a major island off the China 
coast. Would we permit China or Russia to maintain a puppet Commu- 
nist government in Cuba? We have already started a new wave of un- 
Americanism throughout Latin America by our masked armed interven- 
tion in Guatemala where a government was only about one-fourth Red 
dominated, according to the most reliable observers. One-fourth Red 
domination is 25 per cent too much, but we should be able to understand 
how the Peking Reds are now able to whip up the sentiments of millions 
of Chinese against our use of Chiang as a front for the maintenance of a 
great military bastion on China’s doorstep. The Chinese are united with 
all Asians in their passionate desire to be rid of all white domination — 
which is the focal point of tensions in all Asia’s struggle, with commu- 
nism a secondary issue . . . a fact which our military and political propa- 
ganda continues to ignore to our own great hurt. Some of our top men 
see this, although they believe Formosa to be essential to our present de- 
fense set-up. But they do understand the difficult nature of the situation 
and are anxious to step lightly around China’s doorstep and avoid trouble. 
BUT THE EXTREMISTS in Washington, both political and mili- 
tary, are demanding that we kick China’s door down and shove Chiang 
Kai-shek in, willy-nilly — whether he is wanted or not, with our armies 
actively supporting him. This wild tactic is based on the notoriously false 
assumption that Chiang Kai-shek is looked upon as the coming savior of 
China by the millions on the China continent, which is absolutely untrue, 
according to all information from the China mainland. Few Chinese 
either expect Chiang to return or want him to. While few doubt Chiang’s 
personal sincerity as a Christian convert, they remember far too well the 
corruption and plundering of his associates whom he seemed unable to 
control and most of whom are still with him. While Chiang’s underground 
on the mainland might whip up the semblance of an “uprising” to coop- 
erate with Chiang, every scholarly authority on China believes that, if 
Chiang invaded China, he would start a bloody civil war of vast propor- 
tions from which we could not withdraw. 

THIS GREAT FALSEHOOD —that Chiang is the savior of 
China — has been foisted upon the American people by the Republican 
reactionary extremists who have long been working on the political for- 
mula that since “Harry Truman and the Democrats deserted Chiang and 
lost China to the Reds, we can champion Chiang’s cause and maybe free 
China, and that would put the Democrats in the potato cellar for years.” 
The Truman regime did fumble in China and political formulas are un- 
derstandable, but when such formulas become gross historical distortions 
that could carry us into a disastrous war — isn’t that carrying politics a 
little too far? What grade of politics is it when a Sen. Knowland will play 
on this dangerous issue to grab occasional headlines? 


Lately Chiang has been trying to justify his place in the Ameri- 
can defense system by sporadic raids along the mainland. He has held 
small islands hugging the coast, and the Reds have decided to clear their 
coastline for tactical reasons that are obvious on a map. But Red China is 
in no position industrially or politically for a big war, nor is Chiang; so 
they will avoid a real conflict unless they are subjected to outside pressure. 
The Reds and Chiang’s platoons might keep the fireworks going intermit- 
tently along the coast for sometime, but there’ll be no full war there if our 
President can just keep his grip on some of our political hotrods in this 
country. Though not many in Washington seem to remember it, it is 
obvious that Eisenhower and a few others around him do bear in mind 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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(continued) 
that may infect their hearts and 
minds in a way unlikely ever to be 


undone.” The Court’s opinion read | 


more like a searching study on so. 
ciology rather than a legal opinion. 
It sustained the argument of ex- 
perts in education, sociology, psy- 
chology, psychiatry, anthropology. 

The Court directed that the 
segregation law should be upheld 
by appeal to patriotism and by a 
spiritual understanding of the na- 
ture of man’s life in general. “It 
will take much time and insight to 
make this law work; you cannot 
push it any faster than the mind 
and heart of man can move for- 
ward.” In a day of demagoguery 
and cheap politics, there is a new 
refreshing note of hope and confi- 
dence in the way America is meet- 
ing this issue, one that involves al- 
most every community and offers 
every citizen a chance to attain his 
highest spiritual reach. 


Enduring Faith 

The recent World Council of 
Churches meeting in Evanston left 
one thing clear — that religion be- 
hind the Iron Curtain remains a 
most forceful and important factor 
— despite 35 years of persecution. 
While one or two of the religious 
leaders from the Soviet bloc might 
well have had Communist connec- 
tions, it may also be safely assumed 
that others — at great risk to them- 
selves and their families — were co- 
operating with the anti-Communist 
underground movements vigorously 
active in all Red areas. 

A SCHOLARLY CONFIRMA- 
TION of the vital place of religious 
faith under Communist rule comes 
from Dr. George N. Shuster, presi- 
dent of Hunter College, who has 
held several official posts in Europe 
in past years. In Dr. Shuster’s re- 
cent book Religion Behind the Iron 
Curtain (Macmillan, $4), he out- 
lines the methods of suppression 
which the Communists use against 
religion. While the Roman Catholic 
Church (of which Dr. Shuster is a 
member) receives the major atten- 
tion, the Protestants and Eastern 
Orthodox groups are well covered. 
The book explains how the Bol- 
sheviks at first tried to prevent the 
clergy from interfering with the 
Reds’ harsh and oppressive meas- 
ures, intending to ignore the church. 
They expected it to die when scien- 
tific education had “freed men 
from the opiate of religion.” But 
pastors and priests protested at the 
cruelty and injustice of the state 
programs, and the Communists re- 
taliated with violent oppression of 
Christian leaders, both lay and 
clerical. 

In the Baltic states of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania, church lead- 
ers were liquidated with more sav- 


agery than elsewhere. In Czechoslo- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


‘ 
; 





‘ yakia, 


qa nati 
ment ' 
directi 
by the 
mand 
by all 
of ove 


\to con 


thousa 
leader: 


Pe: 


For 
the gr 


j has be 


| 





where 
organi 
world 
is NOV 
pean | 
of the 
make 
not oO 
tory | 
betwe 
talist 
Easte! 
pean 
repre: 
Over 
are p 
ber f 
Czecl 
thoug 
heard 
our 
most 
cludii 
sent | 
ing F 
appre 
The 
only 
resen 
A 
FER 
Apri 
nom: 
the 
Wes! 
This 
East 
whic 
port 
at le 
trial 
tion 
The 
usec 
ucts 


Red 


V 
cau: 
rigi 
will 
sho 

the 
unk 
mas 
tori 
ers, 
spe 
lief 

ers 
( 





nd 


‘ad 


ifi- 
et- 
al- 
ers 
his 


US 


ied 


CO 
List 
sly 


[A- 
Dus 


>si- 
nas 
ype 
Te- 


ut- 
ion 
nst 
lic 
sa 
en- 
orn 
ed. 
ol- 
the 
the 
as- 
ch. 


1en 
But 
the 
ate 
re- 


ind 
11a, 


av- 
slo- 


Enduring Faith 


(continued) 
? vakia, the Communists organized 
}a national Catholic Action move- 
\ ment which, having rejected papal 
direction, was banned as a heresy 
by the Vatican. This led to the de- 
mand by the Reds of a loyalty oath 
by all clergymen — with the arrest 
of over 3,000 priests who refused 
|to comply. In Poland and elsewhere 
{thousands of courageous religious 
leaders continue to serve the church. 


Peace Through Trade 


| For more than 700 years one of 
the greatest international trade fairs 
ij has been held in Leipzig, Germany, 
where wares from merchandising 
organizations from all over the 
world have been exhibited. Leipzig 
is now in the East zone, but Euro- 
pean business leaders on both sides 
of the Iron Curtain are hoping to 
make this year’s Leipzig Trade Fair 
not only one of the greatest in his- 
tory but a means of reviving trade 
between the Communist and capi- 
talist worlds. All countries of the 
Eastern bloc and 21 other Euro- 
pean and overseas countries are 
represented among the exhibitors. 
Over 1,000 West German concerns 
are participating and an equal num- 
ber from the East zone, especially 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Russia. Al- 
though American citizens have 
heard little of this effort because of 
our fixation upon militarism, al- 
most every nation in the world, in- 
cluding the Latin Americans, have 
sent exhibits to promote their lead- 
ing products, along with buyers to 
appraise the merchandise of others. 
The U. S. seems to be about the 
only consequential nation not rep- 
resented there. 

AN EAST-WEST TRADE CON- 
FERENCE was held in Geneva last 
April by the International Eco- 
nomic Commission to investigate 
the prospects for boosting East- 
West trade in manufactured goods. 
This conference revealed that the 
Eastern bloc satellite countries, 
which have always been heavy ex- 
porters of manufactured goods, had 
at last built up a surplus of indus- 
trial production despite regimenta- 
tion and low standards of living. 
These surpluses no doubt will be 
used to buy grain and meat prod- 
ucts to alleviate food shortages in 
Red areas. 


Will such trade strengthen the 
cause of freedom or weaken it? The 
rigid militaristic view holds that it 
will weaken our position, that food 
should be used as a weapon, that 
the people must learn they can’t eat 
unless they rebel against their Red 
masters. But humanitarians and his- 
toric peace groups — such as Quak- 
ers, Brethren, Mennonites, who are 
specialists in Christian world re- 
lief — maintain that hunger low- 


ers vitality, decreases powers of re- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 








LIVING WITH THE STORM 







































































Many of us keep struggling for an untroubled and secure life — 
assuming that the underlying structure of “normal” life should be calm 
and untroubled. But life is not like that. Storm and struggle, wind 
and wave — these are much more “normal” than an undisturbed calm. 
The fishermen who go down to the sea know this. Seldom do they 
lift their nets from a placid surface. Normal weather for them includes 


wind and turbulence —the usual environment of the sea. So also 
are turbulence and struggle the natural course of all life in this rest- 
less ever-changing universe. The calmness and security we seek is 
only obtainable within ourselves, won by gaining the assurance that 
we can, like the fishermen, do our work in the midst of whatever 
storms may come. It is the assurance of strength, the calmness of 
faith — cultivated by our close relationship to the Great Master of 
wind and wave. 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 
the Communist doctrine that the capitalist West will be destroyed by “in- 
volvement in wars with resentful exploited masses of Asia.” 


HE MANILA CONFERENCE where the Southeast Asian Treaty 

Organization was formed recently seems to the rest of the world to 
have exposed the weaknesses of our position rather than added strength. 
Hailed as an “Asian pact” by official news releases, SEATO has no lead- 
ing Asian nations in it! It is made up of 5 white powers (Britain, France, 
New Zealand, Australia and the U. S.) and only 3 minor Oriental powers 
(Thailand, Pakistan and the Philippines), none of whom could be effec- 
tive in an alliance without the full cooperation of their larger neighbors. 
Such an alliance is simply a pasteboard front. 

NEHRU AND CHOU EN-LAI are the strong men of Asia, and 
they are men of large experience and great ability. Both are from wealthy 
families, have attained considerable scholarship, are handsome and charm- 
ing. (If the world leaders ever appeared together in bathing suits, Nehru 
and Chou would show up impressively, with Ike a runner-up, but 
Churchill, — Malenkov!!) 

For good or ill, Nehru and Chou En-lai are the leaders of nearly 
a billion people. To ignore them is the prime folly of history — yet that 
is what is demanded by the bloc of irreconcilables and extremists in the 
Senate. Although this bloc is a minority in the Republican party, they are 
like small boys along a railroad track — they’re big enough to wreck the 
most important train. The difference between the Truman-Acheson blun- 
ders in Asia and those of the GOP hardshells is that the Truman Admin- 
istration knew it had failed and tried to cover up, while the GOP extrem- 
ists consider their protracted blindness a virtue. Keep in mind that the large 
majority of Republicans do not share the views of the GOP reactionary 
clique. But because so many wealthy newspaper publishers and corpora- 
tion heads spend millions in advertising, they command sensational hired 
voices on the radio who echo their obstructionist views; thus the volume 


of such opinion is enormously out of proportion to the public reaction. 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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(continued) 

sistance, increases despair, makes 
people more docile and helpless un- 
der the hand of tyranny. Feed them 
and they not only become stronger 
to resist, but also more open to 
friendship towards the rest of the 
world; it then becomes possible to 
foster a spirit of compromise, a 
spirit which strong resisting people 
can force upon uneasy tyrants. Yet 
in World War II our leaders insist- 
ed that we starve and slaughter ci- 
vilians to the end. 

To finance world trade, the Soviet 
early this year sold large amounts 
of gold to London, Amsterdam and 
Zurich, for sterling-dollar credit. 
Since Russia possesses large gold 
mining interests, it can meet capi- 
talistic monetary requirements 
while continuing to manipulate 
monetary systems behind the Iron 
Curtain. This does hold a threat to 
the Western economy, especially 
when conservative bankers urge 
that we return to the gold base for 
currency; for the Russians can dig 
what gold they need for any eco- 
nomic maneuver, yet they cannot 
remotely match our industrial pro- 
duction. 


Health and Fees 


The conflicting interests between 
commercialized medical practice 
and the public health have been 
pushed toward a significant crisis 
from a most unexpected source. 
For a long time the American Med- 
ical Association has been controlled 
by a small clique of wealthy men 
of extreme conservative views who 
have spent large sums in lobby ac- 
tivities in Washington and for prop- 
aganda against almost all advances 
in public health service. 

BUT WHO WOULD HAVE 
EXPECTED the American Legion 
—which has labeled as “socialis- 
tic” almost every recent advance in 
American society, such as low- 
cost housing, slum clearance, coop- 
eratives— to tackle the AMA? As 
widely publicized in the press, the 
AMA and the Legion have tangled 
over medical services to veterans’ 
families in illnesses not connected 
with war injuries. 

THE REAL ISSUE under the 
surface, however, concerns a much 
broader and wider aspect of public 
health than simply veterans’ hospi- 
talization. The average Legionaire 
and his family go to the veterans’ 
hospital whenever they can, not only 
for economic reasons, but also be- 
cause in veterans’ hospitals the pa- 
tient is served by a group of spe- 
cialists cooperating in a clinical or- 
ganization. This is in contrast to the 
almost unlimited exploitation the 
average patient is subjected to when 
his illness requires treatment be- 
yond the facilities of his family phy- 


sician. The local family doctor 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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(continued) 

makes the usual preliminary tests 
and if necessary refers his patient 
to a certain specialist. The special- 
ist makes tests and takes specimens 
all over again and frequently passes 
the patient on for further surgical 
consultations and additional exam- 
inations — and separate charges. 

The influence of the group clini- 
cal practice in the veterans’ hospi- 
tals is what the leaders in the AMA 
fear most. For this eliminates the 
kick-back system whereby the local 
physician receives a cut from spe- 
cialists and surgeons—a system 
which is still quite general despite 
AMA bans against it. 

The Legion’s action should not 
be surprising since the inadequa- 
cies of the present system of medi- 
cal practices in America is being 
more keenly felt by our military 
agencies than at any other point in 
our national life. The British health 
system originated in the crisis of 
World War II when British man- 
power for military service and war 
work was found to be inadequate 
because of generally poor health 
conditions. Millions of Britons had 
never received basic medical care 
simply because they could not af- 
ford doctor bills. Already in this 
country, 20 per cent of the young 
men drafted are turned back for 
physical disability, while another 14 
per cent are rejected for failure to 
pass mental examinations, condi- 
tions often traceable to poor physi- 
cal care in childhood. With nearly 
a third of American draftees re- 
jected because of physical, neuro- 
logical or mental inadequacies, 
America edges closer to the danger 
line; therefore in time of crisis we 
may expect radical medical reform 
through the pressure of military 
and government agencies. The 
President’s Commission on_ the 
Health Needs of the Nation reveal- 
ed that many of the 28,000,000 
handicapped persons in the U. S. 
could have been completely reha- 
bilitated with proper medical care, 
especially in youth; that 30 per 
cent of all Americans live in areas 
without full-time health service. 

The ideal worthy of America 
would be for American medical 
leadership to launch out on pro- 
gressive changes through its own 
voluntary leadership, encouraging 
prepaid group medical services 
covering all illnesses (the various 
health and hospita! plans now avail- 
able only offer limited coverage); 
helping to organize community co- 
operative hospital and health serv- 
ice systems, such as have been es- 
tablished in many areas throughout 
the country with prepaid medical 
care provided through the initiative 
of those belonging to the associa- 
tion, thus maintaining complete in- 
dependence of government control 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


S A BIG WAR GETTING CLOSER — because of the failure of 
American defense plans in Europe? No— the fact that the French 
would not cooperate in our effort to build a big united European army 
does not mean war is nearer. Nor does the new spirit of independence and 
resentment in West Germany — wherein the Germans want to get rid of 
both U. S. and Russian domination — mean that the guards are down and 
Russia may strike. Something entirely different is developing. It is that 
Europe has sufficiently recovered to break away from our military domin- 
ation, and European leaders are restoring Europe’s independent action. 
They feel that it’s better to go back to the divided Europe of the past than 
to go along with the U. S. and our H-bombs. 


As we pointed out last spring during the H-bomb tests, our bombs 
blew up more than some islands in the Pacific; we blew up all of our al- 
liances. For unlike anything ever known in war before, just one H-bomb 
on Paris, Rome, Antwerp or London will leave that nation paralyzed — 
more damage in 3 seconds than in 3 years of traditional warfare. That has 
forced the small nations into a whole new attitude towards war in general 
and the U. S. in particular since some of our leaders are so fond of shak- 
ing the A and H-bombs at people. For instance, there are the recent 
words of 82 year old Edouard Herriot, thrice premier of France, a noted 
intellectual as well as one of the most influential elder statesmen on the 
continent of Europe. It was he who ended the last hope of France’s join- 
ing the EDC when he threw his immense influence in the French Assem- 
bly against a U. S. dominated united European army. In his speech, which 
has been widely quoted in all the European and British papers and is high- 
ly significant in that it reflects the thinking of so much of the rest of the 
world, M. Herriot expressed his conviction that there was no hope for 
Europe in modern armaments, that it was a mistake to attempt European 
unity through rearmament, that he felt Europe would be safer united in 
pacifism and disarmament. He added that 30 years ago, during his first 
premiership, he had dealt with the Moscow Communist leaders and felt 
he understood their revolutionary motives. “Since 1924 we have had no 
difficulty with Russia,” emphasized Edouard Herriot, adding that the 
Communists want to win through revolution not war, that the Americans 
do not understand this and only plan for war — creating warlike tensions 
that may bring war, a war unlike anything ever known before. As M. 
Herriot spoke he seemed to be pointing to the line-up of atomic cannon 
we have been parading in West Germany. Have these awesome weapons 
strengthened our defenses in Europe or undermined them? 


HE AMERICAN PEOPLE, for all of this, are still sound in their 

sentiments and judgment. The most remarkable fact of the hour is 
that after years of harranging by our hate-specialists against the Chinese 
and despite the animosities created by the Korean war, a recent national 
poll (Gallup) reveals that 47 per cent of the people still feel we should be 
friendly to the people of China and try to win them away from Russia. 
About 40 per cent say we should treat them as an enemy — while a stra- 
tegic 13 per cent is undecided. What is still more remarkable is that in all 
the welter of political warfare over the loss of China, and who’s to blame, 
only one American in 14 (7 per cent) put the blame on any political party 
or on failure to support Chiang Kai-shek! Sixty-six per cent put the blame 
for the loss of China to poverty and despair and Communist infiltration. 
Think of the wind and effort that has been wasted by the GOP hardshells 
on their effort to convince the public that Harry Truman and Dean Ache- 
son are responsible for a revolution that has been 100 years in the making 
and involves a fourth of the human race! The Democrats didn’t understand 
what was happening either, but like the fellow who was chased into an 
Ozark Village by a bear —he shouldn’t have been jailed for bringing a 
bear into town, just because it carried off a young shoat belonging to the 
town marshal. 

It is also most encouraging to learn that, with all the shouting 
against the UN in this country by certain organized groups, nearly 60 
per cent of the American public still have faith in the UN and wish to 
continue U. S. support— only 25 per cent encourage our withdrawal 
from the UN and from world cooperation, with 15 per cent undecided. 

These findings reassure us that America is still capable of being a 
great constructive, redemptive force in the world if the spirit of America 
can be freed from the shackles of prejudice and intolerance that leads us 
to depend on the forces of destruction rather than redemption. 

THE CRUCIAL POINT is illustrated above in the 13 per cent who 
are undecided as to whether we should befriend the Chinese people or hate 
them. Every concerned Christian layman can do something vital and real 
in moving the decision of these undecided citizens. These strategic per- 
centages of indecision are among our neighbors and friends. 
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(continued) 

or direction, administered by a ¢ 
modern scientific clinical set-up 
with family doctors, specialists and } 
surgeons cooperating. Instead of 
taking the lead in such forward- 
looking efforts which would be in 
reality the antithesis of socialized 
medicine, the AMA has fought each 
and all of these programs. 

In these unenlightened attitudes | 
the AMA does not represent the 
views of thousands of doctors who 
serve with dedication and skill and 
who would be quick to endorse all 
advances in health service if they 


were not gagged by their own or- | E. 


ganizational _ leaders. 
many do speak out. 

For though doctors should be 
among the highest paid of profes. 
sional men, theirs must be a dedi- 
cated profession, like teaching or 
preaching. When commercialization 
overshadows service in such occu- 
pations, the genius and the great- 
ness go out of it. 

THE CRISIS IN AMERICAN 
HEALTH as related to military af- 
fairs is also being heightened by the 
physical softening attendant upon 
our mechanized living. A recent 
study (see BTL, May 1, °54) of 
American and European children 
revealed that the American chil- 
dren come out a decided second 
best in muscular fitness. The Na- 
tional Education Association r- 
cently pointed out that sports and 
athletics today mean the over-exer- 
cise of a few athletes while a great 
percentage of the children sit idle 
on the sidelines watching. The ad- 
vent of television in the American 
home has vastly increased specta- 
tor sports and greatly decreased 
outdoor work and play among 
young people. More than 50 per 
cent of the high school boys who 
are drafted have had no physical 
education or physical training. The 
Army has been compelled to insti- 
tute basic physical training to 
compensate for these deficiencies. 

The toughness of Chinese Com- 
munist troops in Korea seems to 
have shaken our whole physical 
training program in the military 
services. The Chinese were tough, 
carried light equipment and, with a 
sack of rice, knew how to endure. 
The Russian troops likewise are 
much better equipped physically to 
meet the privations of war — be- 
cause of their more vigorous youth- 
ful activities and more healthful 
though primitive diets. The Ameri- 
can youngster growing up on our 
highly commercialized white 
breads, candy bars and soft drinks 
faces many handicaps. Since an 
atomic war would also hit civilians 
as well as soldiers, the general pub- 
lic would also face rugged primi- 
tive living. Hence stronger public 
health resources will someday be- 
come front-line defense projects. 


Fortunately 











